5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Finding Peace with God

Devotional

Peace begins with arelationship. Before we can be peacemakers in our divided world, we must first
experience peace with God. This foundational peace isn't something we achieve through our efforts, but
rather something we receive through Christ's sacrifice.

When we understand that God has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus, it transforms how we see
ourselves and others. No longer enemies of God, we become His children. Thisidentity shift is
profound—we're not just forgiven; we're adopted into God's family.

This peace with God isn't just about the absence of conflict; it's about the presence of wholeness. The
biblical concept of shalom encompasses completeness, harmony, and right relationship. When we
experience this peace, we're no longer driven by fear, guilt, or shame. Instead, we're motivated by love,
gratitude, and a desire to extend to others what we've received.

As children of God, we inherit His character and priorities. We begin to see the world through His
eyes—valuing what He values and loving what He loves. This new perspective equips us to become agents
of reconciliation in afractured world.

Today, take a moment to reflect on your peace with God. Isit the foundation of your identity? Does it
inform how you approach conflicts and relationships? Remember that peacemaking doesn't start with
strategies or techniques—it starts with receiving and resting in God's peace.

BibleVerse

"For God was pleased to have all of his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.”
- Colossians 1:19-20

Reflection Question
How might your relationships and responses to conflict change if you consistently operated from a place of
complete peace with God?

Quote
Peacemaking begins with that assurance that | belong to God.

Prayer
Father, thank you for reconciling me to yourself through Christ. Help meto fully embrace my identity as

your child and to live from that place of peace. May your peace in me become a foundation for bringing
peace to others. Amen.

Day 2: Peace Within Ourselves

Devotional



Having established peace with God, we must now allow that peace to transform us from within. In aworld
filled with anxiety, pressure, and constant demands, inner peace can seem elusive. Y et Christ offersusa
peace that surpasses understanding—a calm center in life's storms.

Thisinner peace isn't passive resignation or denial of difficulties. Rather, it's an active choiceto let Christ's
peace govern our thoughts, emotions, and decisions. When we allow His peace to "rule in our hearts," we
gain perspective that helps us navigate life's complexities with wisdom and grace.

Inner peace doesn't mean we never experience negative emotions or struggles. Instead, it means those
things no longer control us. We can acknowledge our feelings without being dominated by them. We can
face challenges without being overwhelmed by them.

This peace becomes particularly powerful in conflict situations. When we're at peace within ourselves,
we're less likely to react defensively or lash out in anger. We can listen more carefully, respond more
thoughtfully, and maintain connection even in disagreement.

Today, notice the areas where anxiety, resentment, or fear may be disrupting your inner peace. Invite
Christ's peace to rule in those specific places. Remember that inner peace isn't just for your benefit—it's
preparation for your work as a peacemaker in relationships and communities.

Bible Verse

"L et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful." - Colossians 3:15

Reflection Question
What specific thoughts or worries are currently disrupting your inner peace, and how might surrendering
these to Christ change your ability to be a peacemaker today?

Quote
We can't have peace in our world unless we first start with peace in our own hearts.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, | invite your peace to rule in my heart today. Take the anxiety, anger, and fear that disrupt my
inner calm. Replace them with your perspective and presence. Make me a vessel of your peace to everyone
| encounter. Amen.

Day 3: Peace with Others. The Call to Reconciliation

Devotional



Peace with God and peace within ourselves naturally flows outward into our relationships with others. As
God's children, we're called not just to enjoy peace but to actively make peace—to be agents of
reconciliation in adivided world.

True peacemaking isn't about avoiding difficult conversations or pretending problems don't exist. It's about
courageously addressing conflicts while maintaining respect and love. Jesus didn't call usto be
peacekeepers who maintain a fragile status quo; He called us to be peacemakers who help restore broken
relationships.

Thiswork often requires humility to acknowledge our own contributions to conflict, courage to speak truth
in love, and patience to listen deeply to perspectives different from our own. It meanstaking the initiative
to repair relationships, even when we're not the primary offenders.

Reconciliation doesn't mean we tolerate injustice or abuse. Biblical peacemaking aways includes a
commitment to truth and justice. Sometimes making peace requires us to stand firmly against harmful
behaviors while still seeing the image of God in every person involved.

Today, consider arelationship in your life that needs reconciliation. What step could you take toward
healing that relationship? Remember that even small acts of peacemaking reflect God's character and
advance His kingdom in our fractured world.

BibleVerse
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." - Matthew 5:9

Reflection Question
What relationship in your life currently needs reconciliation, and what specific, practical step could you
take this week to move toward healing?

Quote
Jesus didn't talk about being a peacekeeper. He talked about making peace, taking those steps of
reconciliation, taking those steps to proclaim truth in this world that's upside down.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, give me courage to be a true peacemaker—not avoiding conflict but addressing it with

love and wisdom. Show me where | need to seek or offer forgiveness. Help me to take concrete steps
toward reconciliation in my relationships, reflecting your heart for restoration. Amen.

Day 4. Standing for Justice: Peace That Transforms

Devotional



Biblical peacemaking extends beyond personal relationships to addressing systemic injustice and
oppression. God's vision of shalom includes not just individual harmony but societal wholeness where
every person can flourish.

As children of God, we're called to stand against forces that dehumanize, marginalize, or oppress. Thisisn't
contrary to peacemaking—it's an essential part of it. False peace that ignores injustice isn't peace at al; it's
complicity with evil.

Jesus consistently challenged unjust systems while affirming the dignity of every person. He showed us
that true peacemaking involves both compassion and courage—loving people while confronting harmful
structures and practices.

This aspect of peacemaking often requires us to use our voices and influence to advocate for those whose
voices have been silenced. It means examining our own participation in systems that perpetuate inequality
and being willing to change. It involves seeking understanding across differences while standing firmly for
truth and justice.

Today, consider where God might be calling you to be a peacemaker by standing against injustice. This
could be in your workplace, community, church, or broader society. Remember that working for justice
isn't separate from the gospel—it's a vital expression of God's kingdom breaking into our world.

BibleVerse
" Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow." -
Isaiah 1:17

Reflection Question
What specific injustice in your community or sphere of influence is God calling you to address as part of
your identity as a peacemaker?

Quote
That doesn't mean we tolerate evil or hate or injustice. No, that's a false peace.

Prayer
God of justice and peace, open my eyes to see injustice around me and give me courage to stand against it.

Help meto be avoice for the voiceless and to work for systems that reflect your kingdom values. May |
pursue both peace and justice as your representative in thisworld. Amen.

Day 5: Living as Kingdom Ambassadors

Devotional



As we conclude our journey through biblical peacemaking, we recognize that this calling isn't just one
aspect of our Christian life—it's central to our identity as God's children and representatives of His
kingdom.

In aworld where division seems to be the default setting, our commitment to peacemaking servesas a
powerful witness. When we pursue reconciliation, stand for justice, and embody Christ's peace, we become
living signposts pointing to God's coming kingdom—a kingdom where shalom will fully reign.

This peacemaking mission isn't something we accomplish through our own strength or wisdom. It flows
from our connection to Christ, who made peace through His blood on the cross. Aswe abide in Him, His
peace works through us to bring healing and hope to broken situations.

The task can seem overwhelming when we look at the depth of division in our world. But we're not called
to fix everything—we're called to faithfulnessin our particular contexts. Each act of peacemaking,
however small, mattersin God's economy. Like Francis of Assisi or Nelson Mandela, we plant seeds of
peace that may continue to bear fruit long after our time.

Today, embrace your identity as a child of God and ambassador of His kingdom. Let peace with God,
peace within yourself, and peace with others characterize your life. Remember that in awar-torn world,
nothing reflects God's character more clearly than genuine, justice-seeking peacemaking.

BibleVerse
"Do everything possible on your part to live at peace with everybody." - Romans 12:18

Reflection Question
How might your daily interactions and priorities change if you fully embraced your identity as God's
ambassador of peace in every situation?

Quote
We are sent out on mission to represent that kingdom of God by seeking to make peace.

Prayer

Lord, thank you for calling me to represent your kingdom of peace in this divided world. Fill me with your
Spirit so that | might be an effective peacemaker in my family, workplace, community, and beyond. May
my life point others to your coming kingdom where shalom will fully reign. For your glory, amen.



